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Lynn Bloch combines two loves for new
Knitting Romance shop in Ellettsville

When Lynn Bloch
was a little girl, her
grandmother taught

her how to crochet. “And I have
been hooked ever since,” Lynn
says.
Years later, Lynn taught her-

self how to knit. She also de-
veloped a fondness for another
type of “yarns” – stories told in
books.
“More recently, I got drawn

into the romance book world
and fell in love with it,” she
says.
But Lynn had no idea how

those two affinities would
one day be combined in the
new business she opened in
Ellettsville on Oct. 17.
With a name like “Knitting

Romance,” the shop car-
ries both yarn and novels. “I
think it is the only bookstore
in Ellettsville,” Lynn says. “I
know it is the only yarn store in
Ellettsville.”
Right now, Lynn says her

shop carries mostly romance
books as well as children’s
books. But she is currently in
the process of expanding the
book collection.
“I get the majority of books

from a wholesale company
named Ingram. I also get books

directly from self-published
authors.”

More readers of all ages
today

Reading picked up consid-
erably when people were iso-
lated because of COVID, Lynn
says. “I think COVIDmade a lot
of people realize we needed to

slow down. There is just some-
thing magical about getting
lost in a book.”

By Jackie Finch
JackieSFinch@gmail.com

Knitting Romance opened Oct. 17 in Ellettsville. COURTESY PHOTO /

LYNN BLOCH

Lynn combined knitting and book reading in her new shop.
COURTESY PHOTO / LYNN BLOCH
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PRESENTING THE BEST OF BLOOMINGTON

Ron
Plecher

on the web at
ronplecher.com

812.320.2142AWARD-WINNING BROKER

STATELY ALL BRICK 2-STORY HOME-PARK RIDGE
TRADITIONAL 3 BED, 2.5 BATH ON A HALF ACRE

3617 E. 3RD STREET $419,900

EXQUISITE HOME, MAINTENANCE-FREE LIVING
FOUR BEDS/FOUR BATHS, STUNNING KITCHEN

907 S. BALDWIN DRIVE $734,900

3866 S. LAUREL COURT $169,900

RANCH CONDO OVER WALKOUT LL
NEW CARPET, 2 BEDS AND 2 BATHS

4592 E. DONINGTON DRIVE $379,900

MOVE-IN READY 3 BEDROOM/2 BATH RANCH IN GENTRY EAST
HARDWOOD FLOORS,NEW CARPET-BEDROOMS, FRESH PAINT

2707 S. OLCOTT BOULEVARD $699,900

DISTINGUISHED BRICK & CEDAR 2-STORY HOME
5 BEDROOMS, 3.5 BATHS, INCREDIBLE KITCHEN

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACTUNDER CONTRACT SOLD

3814 S. FOX CHASE RUN $559,900

LOVELY 2-STORY, 4 BD/2.5 BA IN FOX CHASE
BEAUTIFUL KITCHEN, LARGE ROOMS, 1ACRE

ANDY WALKER

812-325-1290
www.andy-walker.com

3430 S. FORRESTER ST.
$725,000

• Desirable Verona Park!

• 3 BR, 3-1/2 Bath

• Open, Split BR Floor Plan

• Fantastic Porches & Deck

HT-40680945

GREAT LOCATION!

Public invited to the December 2025
Open Day at the Hinkle-Garton Farmstead

Bloomington Restorations,
Inc. invites you to the
next Museum Open

Day at the Hinkle-Garton
Farmstead 1-4 p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 6, 2025. “Holiday Home”
is the theme for this Seasonal
Open Day. Decorations, music
and fun will be shared to inter-
pret the themes surrounding A
Farmstead Christmas.
Mark Wiedenmayer of The

Bloomington Old-Time Music
& Dance Group and Friday
Musicale will share Christmas
and holiday sing-along music in
the parlor. The Farmhouse will

be handsomely decorated in a
traditional style andwill be open
for tours.
In the summer of 2025, the

Hinkle-Garton Farmstead was
the recipient of a remarkable gift
from Susan Hinkle Hammond,
Great-Niece of Daisy Hinkle
Garton, bringing the Christmas
Season to the historic site ahead
of schedule. This generous do-
nation, acquired by Bloomington
Restorations, Inc., includes a
Gulbransen piano and two trav-
el trunks containing over one
hundred letters from among the
Hinkle-Garton family, which
have been incorporated into
the Farmstead Collections. The

timing of this donation was par-
ticularly fortuitous, as a com-
prehensive history of Daisy
Hinkle Garton’s family and the
Farmstead is currently being
written, with an anticipated re-
lease date in 2026, coinciding
with the 250th anniversary of
America’s founding.
The piano was built in 1928 by

the Gulbransen Piano Company,
established in Chicago in 1904, it
holds significant historical val-
ue, having been played by both
Daisy and members of her fam-
ily. The piano and trunks will be
on display at the Open Day.

By LeAnn Luce

See Farmstead, Page C4

Jackie Finch
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277 N EAST STREET - SPENCER
$219,000

Amy Somers Kopp
812-272-3000

Georgia Johnson
812-606-8195
Megan Somers
812-360-9173
www.amykopp.com

Charming, Spotless Bungalow!
2 bd, 1ba | Hardwood Floors |DetachedGarage

NEW LISTING

HT-41201469

6002 W. State Rd. 46
Bloomington, IN 47404

812-339-9737
Monday - Friday 7:00am-5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am - Noon
Closed Sunday

Local People Serving Local Needs For Over 90 Years.

Farmstead
Continued from page C1

As one of the founding
families of Bloomington,
the Hinkles’ contri-
butions to the city are
noteworthy. Daisy and
Joe Garton’s efforts to
preserve the Farmstead
serve as a testament to
their dedication of pre-
serving its history and
constitute an integral
part of Bloomington’s
past, while serving as
a reminder of the ear-
ly pioneers who settled
Indiana and America in
the early 19th Century.
There will be several

items for sale for your gift
giving this year. New this
season, the Farmstead
will be offering home-
made apple butter pro-
duced by Copper Kettle
Apple Butter. A portion
of the sales will benefit
the farmstead. In addi-
tion, offered for sale will

be maple syrup made at
the Farmstead, as well
as maple syrup products
supplied by the Indiana
MapleSyrupAssociation.
The delightful cook-

book “Call to Lunch,”
a collection of Daisy
Hinkle-Garton’s recipes
with cover artwork by
Kitty Garlock, will be for
sale. These historic reci-
pes have been organized
into categories of Sides,
Salads and Dressing,
Bread, Soup, Breakfast,
Main Courses, Vegetarian,
International, Dessert,
Cookies and Candy.
ThebookonBRI afford-

able housing programs,
“From Historic Ruins
to Affordable Homes,
Saving Bloomington
Vintage Cottages” will be
offered for sale.
The Hinkle-Garton

Farmstead is sending a
call out for Volunteers
who might be inter-
ested in assisting with
Farmstead tours one

Saturday permonth (usu-
ally the last Saturday
each month) from 1-4
p.m. Volunteer duties in-
clude introducing visitors
to the Farmstead history
and acting as docents/
hosts for the afternoon.
Open Days are conduct-
ed in a very easy-going
atmosphere, minimal
training and commit-
ment required and always
under supervision and
guidance. All that would
be required is an abili-
ty to pleasantly engage
the public and a 1-1/2
hour training. If interest-
ed please contact LeAnn
Luce, Hinkle-Garton
Farmstead Open Days
andevents coordinatorat:
lucebella50@gmail.com
for more information.
The Farmstead, locat-

ed at 2920 E. 10th Street
in Bloomington, is listed
on the National Register
of Historic Places and
is owned and main-
tained by Bloomington
Restorations, Inc., an
organization commit-
ted to the preservation
of historic properties in
Monroe County. It is free
and open to the public
on the last Saturday of
most months. For more
information, call BRI at
812-336-0909 or visit
facebook.com/Hinkle-
Garton Farmstead.

If you go:
What: Open Day at
the Hinkle-Garton
Farmstead
When: 1-4 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 6,
2025
Where: 2920 E. 10th
Street, Bloomington,
IN

Lynn works in her new Knitting Romance shop. COURTESY PHOTO /

DARBE ALLISON

The new shop has a wide variety of yarn and romance novels.
COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

Knitting
Continued from page C1

Lynn says her reading be-
came even more import-
ant when she and her hus-
band Eric moved to Northern
California for his schooling.
Eric is now a chemistry pro-
fessor at Indiana University.
“I had a really hard time

being that far from home. I
picked up the ‘Twilight’ book
by Stephenie Meyer and was
drawn into the fantasy world.
It really helped me during that
difficult time,” Lynn says.
“I remember being so excit-

ed when the new books came
out, and rushing to get them,”
she says, adding that among
her favorite authors are
Rebecca Yarros, Aimee Vance
and Brynne Weaver. “It’s hard
to choose really.”
This year, Lynn is partici-

pating in a contest to see if she
can read her height in books.
Living halfway between
Bloomington and Ellettsville,
Lynn says she and her son
3-year-old David have made
the local library “a fun second
home.”

Historic Ellettsville building
is great home for new shop
Ironically, Lynn says, the

building at 123 N. Sale St.

that now houses her Knitting
Romance shop was once a
branch library. “I’m not sure
what was in the building di-
rectly before me but I did
just see an article about the
building being home to the
Ellettsville branch library in
1968 and a grocery store be-
fore that,” she says.
“I love historic buildings

that are full of character,” she
says. “It has amazing tall ceil-
ings and has such a wonderful

feel when you walk in. The
neighborhood is cozy and lo-
cal people have been warm
and inviting.”
Although she had nev-

er owned a store before,
Lynn says that her parents
– Sandy and David Noegel
- were a great help in pre-
paring Knitting Romance for
customers.
“My parents owned a small

See Knitting, Page C5
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Lynn with her husband Eric, son David and parents
Sandy and David Noegel in the doorway of her shop.
COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

A wide variety of yarn is offered at Knitting Romance. COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

Reggie the family sheep COURTESY PHOTO / LYNN BLOCH

Pickles on left and Elmer, the family dogs COURTESY PHOTO / LYNN BLOCH

Books are organized for shoppers. COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

Lynn has been a longtime knitter. COURTESY PHOTO /

LYNN BLOCH

Knitting
Continued from page C4

engine sales and repair
business – Barton Small
Engine – in Wisconsin
that my brother just took
over,” Lynn says.

“It has been a learning
experience figuring out
where and how to get
books, yarn and acces-
sories,” she says. “It has
also been amazing seeing
people get excited about
the store.”

Family menagerie
Growing up in

Wisconsin, Lynn’s child-
hood ambition was to be-
come a veterinarian. She
became a veterinarian
nurse and still tends to
family animals.

“I actually was a veter-
inary technician/veter-
inary nurse for 20 years
before having my son,”
she says. “I have always
been drawn to caring for
animals. We currently
have two dogs, one cat,
two sheep, two cows, 19
chickens, three ducks
and honeybees.”

Future Knitting
Romance plans

“There is something

magical about knitting and
crocheting. You are creat-
ing something and that is
really special,”Lynn says.

Knitting Romance
carries a wide range of
yarn and tools in vari-
ous prices for knitters

CALLCARPENTER.COM

mls# 22021273 $800,000 8600 sq ft
professional building multiple private
suites & usable lower level on 1.82
acres in prime location

Loretta Robinson
317-626-8243

BLOOMINGTON
812-330-9375

callcarpenter.com

mls# 202539592 $275,000 Property
currently features three existing
dwellings offering immediate rental
income potential

Carrie Parrish
812-585-4795

mls# 202573313 $51,600 Vacant
buildable land this parcel borders 2
intersecting roads providing multiple
access options

Bill Hurst
812-322-7543

2125 E STATE HIGHWAY 54, LINTON 1015 W GOURLEY PIKE, BLOOMINGTON 0 N NEWARK RD, SOLSBERRY

Next Week in Homes:

Davis family shares
traditional Christmas

greetings at Ellettsville home
HT-40793655

Jackie Finch
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Brian Sample Auctioneer AU 19900084 Estate & Downsizing Specialists LLC

812-822-2508 • Email EDSIndiana@gmail.com
701 S. Ransom Lane, Bloomington IN 47403

Garrett Collection Rocks, Minerals, Fossils, and Shells
Large Rocks, Large Lots, Special Surprises, Over 400 Lots, and Lunch is on Us!
Doors Open 9AM 12/6 - EDS Showroom - Online Bidding Until 12/5

ON-SITE — Garrett Antiques & Furniture
On-Site Pickup at the Garret Antique Shop, 403WKirkwood, Bloomington

Audiophile Vinyl - Rock, Jazz, Zep, Dead, and More

Monday, December 8

Monday, December 15

Online Bidding Is Open - EDSAuctions.com

Audiophile Vinyl - Rock, Jazz, Zep, Dead, and More
Monday, December 15

Live Auction
Saturday, December 6 —10AM

BIDDING ISOPENONTHESEAUCTIONSANDMORE

MARLA HARRIS
812-327-9574

SUSAN GRAVES
812-334-3563

RON PLECHER
812-320-2142

BRANDY HOLDEMAN
812-325-7685

KATHY STALLSMITH
812-320-6875

JIM REGESTER
812-650-3600

JEFF WARDEN
812-340-4604

JIM REGESTER
812-650-3600

DOWNTOWN BLOOMINGTON
328 S Walnut St • 812-650-3600

WE ARE BLOOMINGTON’S

Bloomington
1551 S Piazza Drive

Bloomington, IN 47401

812.650.3800|Ruoff.com

The historic building has high ceilings. COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

Herbie the family cat and the honey bees COURTESY PHOTO / LYNN BLOCH

Lily the family sheep COURTESY PHOTO /

LYNN BLOCH

Logo designed by Lynn and her hus-
band Eric COURTESY PHOTO / DARBE ALLISON

Lynn with some books for her shop. COURTESY PHOTO / LYNN BLOCH

Knitting
Continued from page C5

and crocheters. “There is
something for everyone,”
Lynn says. “From begin-
ners to advanced knitters
and crocheters.”

Future plans include
offering classes and gath-
erings for both books and
needlework. “I am current-
ly lining up teachers for be-
ginners and advance proj-
ect classes for crocheting
and knitting,”she says.

“I also plan to have yarn
nights – sort of ‘knit to-
gethers’- and book nights
where people with a
shared interest can come
and hang out,” Lynn says.

Most importantly, Lynn
says, she hopes that
Knitting Romance will
provide a place where
people can come together.

“Both yarn stores and
book stores offer a place
for community. I hope
that people walk in and
feel at home,” she says.

“I think there is always
a want for yarn and books
and they both contribute
to positive mental health
and offer a unique op-
portunity for friendships
and community.”

For more informa-
tion: Visit Knitting
Romance at 124 N. Sale
St. in Ellettsville or at
facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61579900493933

Jackie Finch

Jackie Finch


